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Consider CVJF among your year-end charitable giving options 
  
As the end of the year approaches, you may be considering tax-deductible contributions to 
philanthropic organizations. We’d encourage you to donate to CVJF. Throughout the year, we do 
plenty to help local journalism organizations thrive, from free training on First Amendment 
rights to financing summer internship positions in Valley newsrooms and underwriting special 
reporting projects. All of this is done with the intention of keeping local newsrooms healthy so 
they can better serve the residents of the Coachella Valley.  
 
The best way to support CVJF is to join our Fourth Estate Membership Program, which provides 
us with sustained funding while providing donors with benefits from CVJF in return. Find out 
more at https://cvjf.org/membership/. Or make a one-time donation of any amount by going to 
our website at www.cvjf.org. 
 
Also, last week we emailed tax letters to acknowledge your generous donations already made 
through the first 11 months of 2025. We will send another round of letters out in late January to 
acknowledge donations made this month. If you have not received your letter – or if you believe 
we have made an error in recording your donation – please reach out and let me know. 
 
CVJF Media Mixer: A night of networking and fun 
 

CVJF hosted a lively media mixer on Tuesday, 
Oct. 28, bringing together local journalists for 
an evening of camaraderie and connection. 
The event at the La Quinta Brewing Company 
in Palm Desert drew about 25 journalists 
from across the Valley. Attendees from 
various news outlets got an opportunity to 
connect with one another in a relaxed 
environment, strengthen relationships 
among the media community, and reaffirm 
the CVJF’s commitment to supporting local 
journalists. Thanks to all who attended! We 
will host another mixer in 2026. 
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CVJF needs volunteers to help with its community events 
 
If you have free time and would like to help with our cause, CVJF needs volunteers to help with 
the various community events it hosts throughout the year, particularly the Hall of Fame event 
coming up in February. Volunteers help set up and clean up, register guests and serve various 
other tasks to ensure our guests have a great time. If you are interested in helping, please send 
an email to info@cvjf.org. 
 
StoryLab launches, offering professional development support 
 

 
 
CVJF kicked off its new StoryLab series on Nov. 7 with a timely conversation on food insecurity in 
the Coachella Valley.  
 
StoryLab aims to build community and collaboration among local reporters, recognize strong 
local journalism, spark story ideas, and provide ongoing resources for covering critical regional 
issues. These 45-minute online lunchtime training sessions, hosted by board member Julie 
Makinen and volunteer Jeff Crider, are designed to be easily accessible to all valley journalists.  
 
Featured speakers for the first session were Tom Tragesser, executive director of Food Now in 
Desert Hot Springs, and Debbie Espinosa, president and CEO of FIND Food Bank in Indio. 
Together, they shared a wealth of data and on-the-ground insights about the scale and 
complexity of hunger in our region. 
 
Both leaders highlighted the unique pressures facing low-income families, seniors, farm 
workers, and rural communities — and offered actionable information for journalists seeking to 
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deepen their reporting. Attendees learned how economic volatility, transportation barriers, 
housing costs, and federal policy shifts are shaping food access across the valley. 
 
The session also included story ideas, data sources, and guidance on interpreting local hunger 
statistics to help journalists better contextualize the human impact behind the numbers. 
Participants engaged in a robust Q&A, exploring ways newsrooms can cover systemic issues 
while elevating community voices. 
 
Former Desert Sun reporter, NY Times file public records lawsuit against Riverside sheriff 
 

A former Desert Sun reporter and the New York Times are suing the Riverside 
County Sheriff’s Department, saying it broke the law by withholding some 
coroner’s reports on deaths in county jails. While reporting for The Desert 
Sun, reporter Christopher Damien (pictured) investigated Riverside County’s 
high rate of jail deaths as part of a fellowship with the New York Times. 
Lawyers with the First Amendment Coalition are representing Damien and 
the Times in their complaint against the sheriff. The lawsuit alleges the 
department is violating state law by failing to disclose documents Damien 

sought in two public records act requests within the legally required 45 days. The sheriff’s 
department rebuffed the suit in a statement to the Desert Sun. Read the full story. 
 
PGA West names media center after Desert Sun golf writer Larry Bohannan  

PGA West, home of the American Express golf tournament in La Quinta, 
named its media center after famed Desert Sun golf writer Larry Bohannan. 
It’s just one of the many accolades bestowed on Larry as he nears retirement. 
Larry is also one of the five local media luminaries who will be inducted into 
the Coachella Valley Media Hall of Fame in February at the Omni Rancho Las 
Palmas Resort & Spa in Rancho Mirage. 

Join us in the celebration! Tickets are on sale now at www.cvjf.org. 
 
The 2026 honorees are: 

• Jimmy Boegle, founding editor and publisher of the Coachella Valley Independent 
• Larry Bohannan, veteran golf writer, The Desert Sun 
• Lina Robles, co-host of the valley’s top morning radio show, El Show del Greñas 
• Ric and Rozene Supple (posthumously), pioneering radio station owners and 

philanthropists 
You can read their profiles on our website here.  
 
Last Call for Nominations! Help choose the Journalist of the Year and Rising Star 
 
CVJF also will announce the Journalist of the Year and the Rising Star award winners at the 
Meda Hall of Fame event, and there are just a few days left to submit nominations. The Rising 
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Star award is open to journalists under 30 or with fewer than five years in the profession who 
have worked for a valley news outlet for at least a year. The Journalist of the Year award is a 
general excellence award.  

 
Olivia Sandusky (pictured) of NBC Palm Springs received the Journalist of the 
Year award last year. 
 
Nominees may work in print, digital, radio, or television and have produced 
journalism in 2025 that informed the public, provided context and analysis, 
and demonstrated accuracy, integrity, and fairness. Each award includes a 
cash prize. 
 

Nominations are open to the public through this Friday, Dec. 19. A selection committee will 
review submissions, and the winners will be announced at the Media Hall of Fame event at the 
Omni Rancho Las Palmas Resort on Feb. 24. 
   
Nominations from the community are strongly encouraged. To nominate a journalist, simply 
complete the online form. 
 
We hope to see you at the Hall of Fame ceremony, and we thank you for your support. 
 
Randy Lovely 
Board President 
Coachella Valley Journalism Foundation 
info@cvjf.org 
www.cvjf.org 
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