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NPR’s Tonya Mosley to headline the 2026 Coachella Valley Media Hall of Fame

The Coachella Valley Media Hall of Fame luncheon
honors individuals who have made a lasting impression
on the Valley’s media market. It is also an opportunity to
hear from journalists or industry leaders with national
profiles.

This season, we are thrilled to bring Tonya Mosley, co-
host of National Public Radio’s “Fresh Air,” to the desert.

A native of Detroit, Mosley is an award-winning journalist
who began her career as a television correspondent in
the Midwest and later worked for KQED as Silicon Valley
bureau chief and Al Jazeera America. Before co-hosting
“Fresh Air” with Terry Gross, she co-hosted NPR’s “Here
& Now,” guiding listeners through some of the most
consequential events of our time — from special NPR
coverage of Donald Trump’s first presidency and the
pandemic to the racial reckoning of 2020 and live coverage of the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection as it
was happening.

Mosley is the guest speaker for the 2026 Media Hall of Fame luncheon and induction ceremony
on Tuesday, Feb. 24, at the Omni Rancho Las Palmas Resort & Spa in Rancho Mirage. Tickets are
on sale now at www.cvijf.org.

The 2026 honorees are:
o Jimmy Boegle, founding editor and publisher of the Coachella Valley Independent
e Larry Bohannan, veteran golf writer, The Desert Sun
o Lina Robles, co-host of the valley’s top morning radio show, El Show del Grefias
e Ric and Rozene Supple (posthumously), pioneering radio station owners and
philanthropists

You can read their profiles on our website here.


http://www.cvjf.org/
https://cvjf.org/cvjf-hall-of-fame/#hof2026

Philanthropy is the lifeblood of our community, and CVJF is supporting that coverage

Philanthropy — the “love of humanity” —is the lifeblood of the Coachella Valley. It’s a big part of
what makes this desert community thrive. By extension, media coverage of the important work
and deeds done by charitable organizations is crucial to the success of philanthropic efforts.

That’s why the Coachella Valley Journalism Foundation recently partnered with the Inland
Empire Community Foundation to support The Desert Sun’s coverage of philanthropy and
nonprofit organizations. The two organizations have agreed to fund Philanthropy Editor
Winston Gieseke’s salary to secure this important coverage for the community’s benefit.

Gieseke supervises the Desert Scene and Giving sections of the newspaper and website,
coordinating hundreds of articles a year that profile the activities of local nonprofit
organizations, thereby greatly increasing their exposure in the community. He does this all
primarily using a cadre of volunteer writers and photographers.

Last week, we launched a fundraising campaign asking local nonprofits to put some skin in the
game and contribute to this effort by making small donations. So far, the response has been
encouraging. If you would like to support this as well, please consider making a gift. Instructions
on how to donate are at the bottom of this newsletter. Our hope is to raise $50,000 from this
fundraiser.

Your donation boosts our campaign to help launch The Indio Post

Since April, CVJF has been raising money

to help The Indio Post get off the ground.

The Indio Post is the relatively new —and

free — website and newsletter devoted to

coverage of Indio, the largest city in the

Coachella Valley. It is a rare example of
local media growth in an era of newsroom cutbacks. Our fundraiser works like this: We will
match every dollar you contribute up to $12,000. That’s a chance for $24,000 in donations to
support local journalism. So far, nearly $17,000 has been raised in our yearlong campaign. Help
us get the rest of the way with a donation today. Thank you.

CVJF and the First Amendment Coalition provide free training for Valley journalists

This month, CVJF coordinated a free, full day of training on public records requests, covering
protests, and reporting on immigration and police misconduct for more than two dozen Valley
journalists.

These days, many newsrooms have neither the time nor the money to offer professional
development opportunities. Budgets to send reporters to professional conferences also have


https://theindiopost.com/
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/d76f2a14-3d73-48a0-809f-4a411f08855f

been severely reduced. CVJF is working to help
editors, reporters and student journalists
improve their skills.

The workshop attracted reporters and editors
from outlets including NBC Palm Springs, the
Coachella Valley Independent, The Desert Sun,
the Press-Enterprise, and KESQ, as well as
journalism students from College of the Desert.

Feedback on the program was exceedingly positive. “This was an excellent presentation, which
far exceeded my expectations,” said one attendee. Added another: “This is a great asset,
especially for many of the new-to-the-valley journalists.”

We send a special note of thanks to presenters David Loy, Paloma Esquivel and Thad Greenson
of the First Amendment Coalition. Funding was provided by the Knight Foundation.
Appreciation to the UC Riverside Low-Residency MFA program for hosting us in Palm Desert.
See a photo gallery here.

Palm Desert gets its own dedicated news source

Who says local media is dying?

In addition to The Indio Post mentioned above, we have more good news about additions to
our local media ecosystem. The team behind The Palm Springs Post and The Indio Post -- Mark
Talkington and Kendall Balchan — have launched The Palm Desert Post — their newest
independent news outlet dedicated exclusively to covering Palm Desert's municipal affairs with
100 percent original reporting.

After launching in Palm Springs in 2021 and Indio in 2025, Mark and Kendall saw the same need
in Palm Desert: consistent, accessible coverage of City Council decisions, Planning Commission
hearings, budget allocations, and development projects. They are a small but mighty two-
person team who attend every meeting, read the staff reports, and translate complex policy
decisions into clear news that helps residents understand how their city works.

“We're grateful to be part of the Coachella Valley's growing ecosystem of independent local
journalism, and we couldn't do this work without the support of organizations like the
Coachella Valley Journalism Foundation,” said Talkington. “Their commitment to strengthening
local news makes outlets like The Palm Desert Post possible.”

Learn more and subscribe at https://www.thepalmdesertpost.com/.



https://cvjf.org/galleries/
https://www.thepalmdesertpost.com/

And if you want to support any of the three “Posts” with a tax-deductible contribution, you can
donate to CVJF and we will direct the funds to them. Just make a note in the donation form
mentioning which community site you want to support.

Congratulations to El Informador del Valle’s Hector Felix Sr. — Latino Publisher of the Year

The recent 2025 National Association of Hispanic Publications (NAHP)
convention delivered a powerful message: Latino media is growing, unified,
and more influential than ever. During the conference, Hector Felix Sr.,
publisher of the Valley’s El Informador del Valle, was named Latino Publisher
of the Year. Hilda Gurdian, CEO of La Noticia in North Carolina, was named
Latina Publisher of the Year.

Héctor purchased his first offset printing machine in 1988 for $5,000 in Los
Angeles, marking the beginning of his publishing journey. That same year, he launched the
Spanish-language newspaper El Informador del Valle in Indio.

From its inception, El Informador del Valle has been distributed free to the community,
providing essential news, information, public notices, and press advisories to Spanish-speaking
readers throughout the region. Through Héctor’s vision and commitment, the publication has
become a vital source of communication and connection for the Coachella Valley’s
Hispanic/Latino community. Congratulations, Hector!

As always, we thank you for your support.

Randy Lovely
Board President
Coachella Valley Journalism Foundation

info@cvijf.org
www.cvjf.org

To donate go to our website and click the donate button using a credit or debit card or send a
check to the Coachella Valley Journalism Foundation to PO Box 207, Palm Springs, CA 92263.


mailto:info@cvjf.org
http://www.cvjf.org/

